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Conwell
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Juliana Olliff has lived in Bozeman for the last 10 years. 
She loves the mountains and is constantly finding inspi-
ration from them. Her medium of choice is water color, 
but experiments in micropen, sculpture, and tempera 

Juliana Oliff
Senior
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Alexa Runnion

Ella Cole

“If you wish for some-
thing really hard (and 

do good work+be 
nice) your wish will 

come true.”

Madison Brenner

“Tough times don’t last 
long, people do.”

Alina Vacerici Rachel Holler

“A brick could fall on 
you at any moment.”

Amanda Swenson

Welcome Hawk Tawk Staff

Editor’s Desk- Megan Castle

Dear Freshman,
 First of all, welcome! As 
seniors we feel a moral obligation to 
inform you of the things you might 
not expect to happen in the next four 
years. You’re going to have a blast in 
high school, you’re also going to hate 
high school at times- it’s part of the 
process. 
 When teachers tell you to 
take full advantage of all opportunities 
in high school, we know you brush it 
off because it sounds like a lot of work 
and you’re only freshman so you have 
time, but get started early– the more 
you do now, the better set you’ll be 
later. Colleges want to see you actively 
participating in these clubs, not just 
joining in your upperclassmen years 
in order to bolster your applications. 
So join community service clubs and 
try out for sports you’ve never played. 
This is the time in your life to try 
things and really figure out who you 
are. 
 Biggest advice: don’t let high 
school tear you down emotionally and 
socially. By default, high schoolers 
tend to carry more weight over social 
standards than the things that actually 
matter. What I mean by social stan-
dards is not how popular or how cool 
you are in terms of school reputations, 
but how you feel and are participate 
with your peers. In classes, especially 
AP classes, nothing was more stress-
ful than presenting or being forced to 
voice my own opinion. Why? Simply 
because I defined myself and my 

intelligence off of other students 
interpretation of my intelligence– I 
didn’t want to look stupid in front 
of the smart people in my class. It’s 
almost humorous to think back on, 
the amount of pressure I carried 
simply because I cared what other 
students thought, high school is 
temporary, we all move on, possibly 
never seeing these people again. It 
doesn’t matter- I might not be the 
best at presenting myself in front 
of an audience, I get nervous and 
honestly end up saying some stupid 
stuff sometimes but that doesn’t 
make me any less than any of my 
peers, everybody has their talents. 
 You don’t need to prove 
that you’re smart, or funny, or 
interesting- you know you are, and 
that’s all that matters. Don’t get 
washed up in the high school drama 
that consumes us all at some point. 
Know your own self-worth and always 
trust it, because in the grand scheme of 
things, the judgy looks and comments 
made by peers after presentations or 
questions, doesn’t matter. One day 
you’ll graduate and never think back 
on the ignorant things people did to 
make you feel bad. Said comments 
are made to improve their own social 
standards, it makes them look smart to 
make you look stupid- don’t buy into 
it, it’s high school. 
 That being said,  in your 
upcoming semester and other years, 
don’t be afraid to challenge yourself- 
challenges push you to improve and 
it’s a healthy learning curve on a path 
to understanding your limits. Chal-

lenges can be anything from classes to 
new sports or risking yourself socially 
in order to meet new people, anything 
outside of your comfort zone. This is 
the time in your life to take risks, you 
have nothing to lose. So take classes 
you would never think to take, those 
often end up being some of your 
favorite classes. And those daunting 
AP classes, they’re not only enriching 
but they are undeniably rewarding as 
well. But on the flip side, don’t get 
too caught up with only taking the 
AP route because that’s what socially 
expected. Do what feels right, always. 
 Take high school with a grain 
of salt, it can be horrible or some of 
the best times you’ve ever had, it is 
what you make it. So make it good. 

With all our 
best wishes,
The Senior 
Class

A Warm Welcome 
From The Senior Class

Cover photo and staff photos by Hawk 
Tawk photographer Shanoah Eck. 



14   3Staff Page

Your life might actually not be as bad as you think it is.

Opinion

 At this point in our lives, we’ve probably heard the 
term “first world problem” thrown around, either 
by others mocking our discontent with our lives, 
or by ourselves in an attempt to make light of the 

situations we are in. Sometimes it is insulting, sometimes it is hilarious, and all 
the time it is a low move to point out our incredible privilege compared to the 
rest of the world. Every parent has probably used the line “people are starving 
in Africa” or something similar to counter a complaint from their child. It may 
seem as though they are simply brushing off your genuine issue, but often times 
it’s true. 
 Not having a date to homecoming: This can be a painful experience, 
missing out on a high school event because social norms tell both boys and girls 
that showing up to a “social function” alone is weird, but it could be worse. You 
could have a constant date, a person you despise, or worse, a person you don’t 
even know, as is the case with child brides. Be thankful that you live in a society 
where you have the option to choose not to go to something or even go alone 
because in many other societies and cultures you wouldn’t have a choice in that 
matter.
 Failing your driver’s test: so you didn’t study for the written portion, 
or maybe you never mastered parallel parking, but in either case you have to 
wait another 6 months (give or take) to drive around the used car your parents 
bought you for your sixteenth. On the flip side of that ladies, you could never 
even have the right to press on the gas pedal of a car. In many places, women 
don’t even have the right to drive, so while it may blow at first that you have to 
depend on your parents or sibling for a couple more months, at least you aren’t 

being prosecuted and jailed for doing something that many people don’t even 
see as a privilege.
 Dropping your iPhone in the toilet: I am guilty of this one but in real-
ity, is it really as catastrophic as we make it out to be? Yeah repairs are pricey 
and being without a phone for however short of a time seems almost impossible 
but there are two positives that can be derived from this situation. You have ac-
cess to a toilet, most likely one in the privacy of your own home, as opposed to 
many paces which have one bathroom for the whole community and becomes a 
prime hunting ground for sexual predators when night falls. You also have your 
own cell phone, meaning you have the world at your fingertips, whereas many 
people have never seen a computer and have to actually mail a letter, or even 
more unfathomable, physically visit someone they want to talk to.
 Having to drink water without ice: Lukewarm water, it’s just not as 
satisfying. Ice gives water a whole new dimension. It makes it not only taste 
better but also makes it feel more refreshing. However, untouched tap water, or 
drinking water at all, has become a commodity that families in third world coun-
tries have to do close to selling their soul in order to provide it for their families. 
Governments withhold clean water in order to promote agendas and people get 
diseases and even die from drinking contaminated water. It could even be said 
that people would literally kill to have the luxury of warm tap water.
 In the event that your life ever seems too much to handle, think back 
on these things and instead of hating your situation, give thanks for the insane 
privileges you actually possess.

Alex Weamer

Shanoah Eck

“I think everything in 
life is art. What you do, 

how you dress, your 
beliefs, your dreams, 
the way in which you 

drink coffee. 
Life is art.”

Annie Smith

Hailey McMahan

“No matter what I do, 
literally nothing bad 

can happen to me. I’m  
like a white, male US 

senator.”
-Leslie Knope

Sage Bennett

“I can convince small 
children that I’m a 

witch.”
-April Ludgate

Shaciah Lee

“If you’re reading this, 
you’re wonderful.”

Welcome Hawk Tawk staff!

Megan Castle

“I just want to go skiing...
wait is this the same quote 

I used last year??”

Justice Geddes

“This quote is super 
funny. You should be 
laughing now. Hah. 

Hah. Hah.”

Emma Bowen

“I need a miracle 
everyday.” 

-Grateful Dead

Adara Burch

“Be the bigger per-
son...but I can’t, I’m 

only 5’3.”

Christian Clemente

“Ball=Life”

Grace Bryant

“Be kind, for everyone 
you meet is fighting a 

hard battle.” 
-Plato

Emma Bowen
Reporter

#FirstWorldProblems
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Syrian refugees poured into Europe, causing 
conflicts over immigration laws in numerous 
European countries and similar discussion in 
the U.S.

Wildfires rage across 
the US, including near 
Bozeman, in Yellow-
stone National Park. 
Thousands of people 
have been ejected from 
their homes.

Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders have rid-
den a surge of populism, pushing them to the 
top of polls in the earliest voting states in the 
primary elections. Their “for the people” mes-
sages have resonated with voters.

                   Two GOP debates have sparked major                
                          backlash from candidates concerned 
                              about getting enough screen time, 
                                 especially Carly Fiorina, who, 
                                  after a stellar performance in the 
                                    first debate, despite being 
                                     delegated to the bottom tier of 
                                     candidates, had gained enough 
                                    in the polls to make the top-ten 
                                   primetime debate September 
                                                                      16th.

High school, college, and NFL 
seasons have all begun, with 
excitement in the eyes of many. 
However, the removal of the BHS 
student section at football games 
has led to a petition by concerned 
seniors to bring it back.

Democratic presidential 
frontrunner Hillary Clinton has 
been plagued with concern about her use of a 
private email to send possibly classified infor-
mation. While officials have determined that 
Clinton did not actually do anything wrong or 
illegal, the ex-secretary-of-state is still under 
fire from both the right and left.

Pope Francis has been traveling throughout 
the eastern United States, delivering speeches, 
meeting with Congress, and proposing 
various changes to the Catholic ideology, 
from easier annulment processes to a more 
open refugee policy.

Stephen Colbert has officially 
taken over The Late Show. 
10 percent of televisions
in the US tuned into 
his first show. 

The Last Month 
In News

By Justice Geddes

13  Guest Writer

 I know that we are few weeks 
in now, but I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome everyone 
to the 2015-16 school year here at 
BHS!  We truly want to make this 
the most positive and productive 
educational experience we possible 
can for each and every student.  For 
returning students, welcome back 
- you are our leaders and our role 
models.  We know we can count on 
you to set the tone for a great school 
year.  To our new students and our 
500 plus member freshman class, 
welcome to BHS and to our Hawk 
Family. 
 We know that the change to 
a new school can be somewhat 
overwhelming at first, but once you 
settle in and become active members 
of our student body, we are confident 
you will find this is a great place to 
be.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 As this school year progresses, 
you will undoubtedly run into some 
difficulties in one form or another 
and that is to be expected.  
 A message that I would really 
like to convey here is that the 

learning process has its share of 
struggles.  
 In fact, it is when we are 
struggling through something 
that the most learning is often 
happening.  If we were just able to 
sail through things with no level of 
discomfort then what would be the 
point.  Whether they are academic 
challenges--thinking so hard in a 
class that your brain hurts--or social 
challenges--finding yourself in a 
situation that presents an ethical 
dilemma and needing to make the 
“right” choice--it is navigating these 
struggles that most help us learn and 
grow as individuals.  
 We also need to do our best to 
keep things in perspective. Yes, 
learning is struggling, but we can’t 
let it overtake us either.  A healthy 
balance of hard work and positive 
play serves us all well.
 While you are working on being 
the best you you can be this year, I 
have one more challenge for you.  
 The theme we adopted this year 
as a staff is “Make a Difference.”  
You may have seen this mantra on 
a sticker in some of your teachers’ 
classrooms. It speaks to that idea of 
getting up every morning, looking at 
yourself in the mirror, and deciding 
you are going to make a positive 
difference in someone else’s life 
today.  

 As educators, we are given a 
tremendous opportunity to have a 
positive influence on the lives of 
our students, and we need to remind 
ourselves daily of this amazing 
gift.  As students living in our school 
community day in and day out, you 
have this same opportunity. It’s 
often the little things that can make 
the biggest difference--being polite 
to one another, saying hello in the 
hallway, being inclusive of everyone 
no matter what, and generally making 
everyone feel respected--that can 
absolutely make a person’s day and 
make a difference in a person’s life.  
 Of course, there are many 
additional things we can do beyond 
the walls of Bozeman High to make a 
difference as well.  
 Finding ways to improve our 
community, state, country, and even 
our world is not beyond our scope or 
ability.

Have a great year Hawks!

Principal Conwell

“Struggling is Learning” .  .  .  “Make a Difference”  
A Welcome Message from Mr. Conwell

“The learning 
process has 
its share of 
struggles.”
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Everybody Loves 
the Lunch Ladies!

Do you enjoy working at BHS?
“Yes, I do enjoy it because there are a lot of 
nice people that I work with”

      Would you consider yourself a role model 
to other students?
“No, I am just an average student with a job”
    Do you plan on eventually going into a career with similar 
aspects as your Lunch Lady job?
“Hmm, I think I might, I especially did it for the experience because I 
get to work with money and I get to work with people and that is like 
confidentiality in all that stuff “
What would you choose from the Deathly Hallows : the Elder 
Stone , the Ressurrection Stone, or the Cloak of Invisibility?
 “Oh, I will probably, hmm...let’s see..probably the Cloak of Invisibil-
ity because there are not really very many dead people that I neces-
sarily have right now, but I would want to come back and I feel the 
Cloak would be really cool”
Some people say we have to try everything in our life. Are there 
some things in which you will never try?
“I don’t honestly know, I guess, I probably wouldn’t try acting. Just 
because I am not very good at public speaking and I don’t like being 
in front of people”

Laura Waterman

What do you 
like most about 
working at 
BHS?

“I love the students, they’re a lot of fun, 
this is a great cafeteria to work in cause 
it’s been designed more like a college 
cafeteria. So it’s challenging and it’s 
exciting, we can give you guys lots of op-
tions and choices.”
What is a common stereotype you think 
lunch ladies are given? What would 
you say to correct it? 
“Well I think when people think of lunch 
ladies they think of hair nets and older 
ladies, I think that what people don’t 
understand is that the lunch program is 
filled with a lot of educated very knowl-
edgeable women who have chosen food 
service as a profession.”
What lead you to become a lunch lady?
“Mrs. Beckman: I started working in the 
lunch program about 17 years ago when 
my kids were little, I wanted to be home 
with my children so a position in the 
lunch service was a perfect fit for me. I 
had all my holidays and summers off with 
them.”
What kind of stuff goes into the preparation of lunch every day?
“Mrs. Beckman: Several of us get up at 4:30 every morning to get here by 6:00 to 
bake all the bread fresh every day. I don’t think a lot of people know that we cook 
breakfasts, we want there to be 3-4 hot breakfast choices every morning.”
Do you have any advice you would like to give the students at BHS?
“Study hard, follow your heart, do something that you love when you grow up and 
don’t feel like you have to choose that right away. When you grow up make sure 
that what you have to do everyday is something that you love.”

Laura Waterman 
poses for Hawk Tawk

Photo provided by Allison Beck-
man

Allison Beckman
Grace Bryant

Reporter

Alina Vacerici
Reporter

Coming Month

Justice Geddes
C0-Editor-in-Chief

Seniors who are applying Early Action or Early 
Decision to college will be sucked into the 
endless spiral of death that is 
college applications. 
It will never end.

J. K. Rowling will make a very surprising 
comment about how Harry is pronounced 
“‘Arry” or how Rowena Ravenclaw was a 
serial killer. Social media will have a party.

John Smith has a fishing trip 
planned October 12th.

    The BHS Sexuality and Gender 
              Alliance and Cross Club are 
        working together to raise awareness for 
   local homelessness by participating in 
Cardboard Box City, a fundraiser for homelessness-combating non-profit 
Family Promise, sleeping in cardboard boxes the night of October 3rd.

Seniors will start skipping all their classes around 
October 1st. Those lazy little idiots. Senioritis is 
reality.

Numerous meteorologists will     
             make varying predictions about  
                 “what kind of winter we will 
                       have” this year. They    
                         can’t all be right.
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STUCO and Constituents: 
On Same Page?

Two Competitive Sports, One Life; Connor Coles

Q: Why did you start running?
A: “Nothing specific really made me want to start 
running, but after I did start it just grew on me, kinda 

like some sort of supernatural virus (laughing/joking) My dad was a runner while I 
was young, and I’d always go support him at his marathons, and one day he signed 
me up for a 5k, and so I ran it, and beat this one dude who, looking back, totally 
let me beat him because I was a cute little 5th grader! After that, my dad kept sign-
ing me up for races, and soon I joined to bozeman track club team, and took that 
through middle school. Then when I hit high school I had to decide between soc-
cer and running, and I realized at that point that I had more potential in running, 
so I went with it! Which brings me to the reason why I keep running... Mainly 
because I can go out, and get all the sh** out of me from my life, and improve my-
self physically and mentally while doing it. It’s almost become a game now, where 
I see how much faster I can run than the year before. So to answer your question, 
my dad made me start running, but it’s been the process that’s kept me running all 
those miles through the years.”

Q: What’s your favorite thing about cross country?
A: “The team, it’s one of the coolest teams we’ve had.”

Q: How long have you been running competitively?
A: “Six or 7 years.”

Q: What’s the biggest goal for all cross coun-
try runners this year?
A: “To get to nationals, and we’re really confi-
dent that will happen this year.”

Q: What do you think about when you’re 
running to keep going you know matter how 
tired you are?
A: “Hmm okay. So when I’m in a race, and it 
starts getting hard, like really hard, like, I’m 
actually going to lose consciousness hard, I tell 
myself that I’m actually not in pain, that it’s 
all in my head, and that I need to keep pushing 
faster... That usually allows my legs to take it up 
just a notch, enough to get past that one last guy 
in the finish... Sometimes I also think that if I do 
end up dying, at least it will be really sweet if I’m 
going super fast...hahaha.”

Adara Burch
      Reporter

Cross-Country Captain: Caleb Allen

 

 The theme for 
homecoming this year, “Won-
derland,” doesn’t seem to be 
on the minds of anyone except 
those who devised it. As in past 
years, Bozeman High’s Student 
Council selected the homecom-
ing theme, and Student Council 
President Summer Morrison 
certainly seems excited about 
it, but the other students at Boz-
eman High, whether through 
lack of knowledge, apathy, or 
just dislike, have little to no 
regard for the Council’s choice. 
 Numerous clubs 
throughout the high school 
have been in the process of 
designing their homecoming 
floats, from Silhouette Theatre 
Company’s “Theatre Through 
the Ages” to the Sexual-
ity and Gender Alliance’s 
float, complete with a band 
and Glee-inspired T-shirts. 
They aren’t exactly related to 
STUCO’s supposed theme of 
“Wonderland.” At all. "What's 
the theme? I didn't even know 
there was a theme," Lauren 
Winter, Drama Club Officer 
says. "We're doing a float, but...
it's gonna be cool." Some of the 
largest clubs aren't even mak-
ing a float. Project X-Squared 
Secretary Lila Rickenbaugh 

says X-Squared is  "focusing 
on other things. Not because 
we don't think homecoming is 
important, we just think there 
are much more pressing issues 
at hand, such as, I don't know, 
domestic violence?"
 Part of the issue may 
be a lack of communication be-
tween STUCO and the student 
body. 
 "I have never even 
known anything about Student 
Council," says Tyler Cooper, a 
BHS senior. 
 Overhearing the ques-
tion, Verena Lawrence asked, 
"What is this Student Council 
you speak of?" Junior Olivia 
Waterton agreed: "There are 
just some things that happen 
and its just like...they don't ef-
fectively communicate with the 
student body." 
 Brook Froelich, STU-
CO Vice President, responded 
on the topic: “Well, I think 
homecoming is really early 
this year, Sept. 26. Even like 
making posters–it takes time to 
order those.”  
          There is some concern 
that the elected STUCO of-
ficials do not actually represent 
the needs and desires of the 
BHS community. Sophomore 
Grace Cawley told Hawk Tawk 
reporters that “No one's like 
involved in it,” and “no one ran 

against them, so…”   
 When asked about 
the subject, STUCO President 
Summer Morrison said, “Junior 
year we ran against like a lot of 
people. And that was like a lot 
of different types of people, a 
lot of different social groups.” 
 Certainly, the student 
council’s plans for this year’s 
homecoming and Spirit Week 
are by far the best I’ve heard in 
my four years here at BHS.  
 Daily courtyard 
activities, from karaoke to 
“Dash for Cash” to game show 
competitions, were planned for 
every day at lunch this week, 
and Morrison and Froelich are 
far more mature-sounding in 
conversation than some previ-
ous STUCO leaders. They are 
absolutely putting in a lot of 
effort.
 It is fair to say that 
our president certainly hasn’t 
gotten any DUIs. Our VP 
doesn’t make comments about 
seeing Vladmir Putin from her 
window. STUCO is making an 
extreme effort to make home-
coming more fun and exciting 
than any year before. 
 Whether or not BHS 
students will accept their efforts 
remains to be seen. 

Homecoming to be More 
LGBTQ+ Inclusive

Photo provided 
by Caleb Allen

Connor Coles is 
a junior at BHS, 
and plays both 
soccer and is a 

part time kicker for the varsity football team. 
After clarifying that he was the kicker (who 
kicks field goals after a touchdown), and not 
the punter (who kicks the snapped ball during 
a fourth down), he explained what it’s like to 
play two difficult sports at the same time, how 
it affects school, how he feels about ‘football 
stereotypes’, and what he’s looking forward 
to this season.

What song do you like to get pumped up to 
before a game?
“Lose Yourself” by Eminem
Have you ever had a really memorably, 
awful play? 
“Friday in the kickoff I sort of kicked one 
straight in the air and that’s probably the 
worst one that I’ve had so far... But I’m 

sure something will happen eventually.”
Is there anything that you’re really looking forward to this 
season?
“Well we already beat butte so... just getting better.”
So how long have you been a kicker for?
“I did this last year for JV, but mostly I play soccer”
Do a lot of people play two sports at the same time?
“Well Ben Gurtson kind of like paved the way, and then after that 
me and Riley McNeil did it, and this year it’s just me and a fresh-
man I think.”
How does going back and forth between the soccer and football 
team work?
“Well soccer comes first. I’m really lucky that my coach lets me 
go between the two.  So basically with soccer any thing trumps 
football.”
Does this affect your school life at all?
“I’m definitely busy between taking two AP classes and playing 
two sports.”
Do you feel like you’re affected by that?
“Well…I don’t know. There’s a lot of people here and you can’t 
contain them all into one thing or way of thinking. So no.”Connor Coles smiles for Hawk Tawk

Shanoah Eck
        Reporter

Justice Geddes
Co-Editor-In-Chief

 At the 
Sexuality and 
Gender Alliance 

(SAGA) meeting September 15th, STUCO 
Secretary-Treasurer Michael Lee and 
supervisor Lottie Rhyner discussed with 
SAGA Student Council’s plan to make 
future school dances more inclusive of 
LGBTQ+ individuals. STUCO is in talks 
with administration to remove the labels of 
Homecoming “Queen” and “King” from 
the winners’ titles, an effort to combat the 
enforcement of the gender binary (Note: the 
gender binary refers to the social construct 
that all people identify as either explicitly 
male or female). 
 After a heated conflict last year 
over the very gender-centric TWERP dance, 
gender identity was recently added to the 
school district’s non-discrimination clause. 
This change may affect numerous gender-
specific events, procedures, and teaching 
styles in Bozeman High, from gender-
separated graduation robe colors to gender-
designated bathrooms. 
 However, right now, it’s more 
about homecoming. STUCO President 
Summer Morrison filled us in: “We are 
making sure to put on all of our posters that 
everyone is welcome, and not to put any 
like specific genders on them.”

Justice Geddes
Co-Editor-In-Chief
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“Make it through band camp.” 
Advice from Jesse Covarrubias, Drum Major

What do you have to do to become Drum Major?
“So in January the year before the season starts you receive 
an application that involves a written essay, a required 
interview you have with someone in the community with a 
leadership position, an open form project which is some-
thing creative you make to help the band, and to decorate 
the band room. I made a memo board out of windows I 
refurbished. You also have to hold a service project that 
benefits the band. Another thing you have to do is have a 
conducting audition where you are given a piece of music 
and you direct the band. Lastly you have an interview with 
a panel of about 7-10 people, and they ask you all sorts 
of questions that pertain to leadership and from there they 
select the Drum Majors.”

How much time do you put in for your position?
“We have practice twice a week on average throughout the 
season, but when competitions are closer we have practice 
about three days a week. Each practice is about two and a 
half hours. Outside of band we put in about an hour a day 
working on our music.”

What do you like most about being Drum Major?
“I love getting to know everyone, there are about 104 people in 
Marching Band and it is amazing to see everyone working together 
and being unified. We are like a big family, and being apart of that 
is amazing. I’ve been passionate about this my whole life so I’m so 
grateful to be a part of band.”

Does your position as Drum Major give you any opportunity 
outside of school?
“The whole Marching Band performs parades like the Homecom-
ing parade and the Memorial Day parade so I participate in those as 
Drum Major. But aside from that, my position looks really good on 
resumes and gives me a lot of opportunities for the future.”

What is your favorite food?
“Oh man...I am gonna have to go with potatoes because you can lit-
erally make so many things out of them like fries, baked potatoes, 
mashed potatoes, potato skins, and twice baked potatoes. They are 

very versatile.”

It’s Not All Bells and Whistles
The Real Scoop on Being The Ever Prestigious Drum Major

Hailey McMahan
Reporter Presidential Elections and 

National Freakouts
 The first Republican President, Abraham Lincoln, was 
elected in 1860. Everybody flipped out. 
 Herbert Hoover was elected President in 1927. And he 
was a Quaker. Everybody flipped out.
 In 1961, John Fitzgerald Kennedy was inaugurated 

President. And he was Catholic. Everybody flipped out.
 2004. Barack Obama. Black. Everybody flipped out.
 This one might be a bigger shock.
 In the upcoming 2016 presidential election, we have a 

socialist Jew, two women, numerous non-politicians, a recording artist (and no, I 
don’t mean Kanye), “the next Mormon prophet,” an ex-CIA agent, a Fox news talk 
show host, and Donald Trump all running for President. People are flipping out 
already, but it’s in more of an excited way. 
 What is remarkable about the plethora of 2016 candidates is that, disregarding 
party stances, are each choosing or being defined somewhere between extremism and 
centrism, and the extremists are rising to the top. Republican candidates like Trump, 
Texas Senator Ted Cruz, neurosurgeon Ben Carson, and Fox host Mike Huckabee 
often seem to be trying to outdo each other, to make themselves seem more outra-
geous and far-right than anyone else. 
 On the opposite side, Vermont senator Bernie Sanders, a “democratic socialist,” 
has pushed a $15 minimum wage and free secondary education, and his 74-year-old 
Brooklyn accent make him just as memorable, and extreme. All of these candidates 
have gained massive support, while that of more centrist, mainstream, “predictable” 
candidates like Jeb Bush and Hillary Clinton is falling rapidly.
 However, even the “extremist” candidates have fallen into the spectrum of media 
coverage, leaving out an even more outrageous candidate: Cody Robert Judy. Judy, 
who has been excommunicated from the Mormon church for apostasy (that’s giving 
up religious beliefs), served eight years in prison for an attempted bomb threat at a 
Mormon leader’s speech. Judy claims his actions were all because “God told [him] 
to be the next prophet of the Mormon church.” Judy has sued both President Obama 
and former candidate John McCain, on the grounds that they are not natural-born 
citizens, and thus cannot be President. (Both counts have been proven false.) Judy is 
in favor of minefields and lasers to kill illegal immigrants as they cross the border, 
and cutting taxes, Social Security, and welfare programs, among other things. Cody 
Robert Judy is running as a Democrat. 
 This election has been a sensational battle of overblown wildness so far. So the 
first woman president, a Jewish president, or an ex-CIA agent president might not 
seem like much anymore. All we need now is Sarah Palin, or Benjamin Button, or 
maybe the pope, to join the fun. As long as they say things that offend someone, 
someone else will vote for them. 
 Flipping out is fun, I guess.

Old faces, new places:
Assistant principal Erica Shnee

What is it like being a new vice 
principal? 
“It’s very different from teaching 
because I am helping students and 
teachers. Every single day is differ-
ent, like, I’m delivering books to 
people or there’s a discipline issue 
or someone needs help with their 
wireless.”

What is the recent food require-
ments revamp?
“Schools who receive money 
from the federal government have 
to follow certain guidelines. The 
guidelines for school lunches are to help the kids have balanced 
and nutritious meals. Now the Bozeman School District over 
the summer voted for the high school to not participate in that 
program. Which means we don’t get some money from the 
national government.”

Why did Bozeman School District vote that way?
“By not participating in the program that gives the cafeteria 
here more flexibility in what we offer.” 

Do you agree with the school district decision?
“Umm… It’s hard to say honestly because the goal of the fed-
eral law is good, that school lunches should be nutritious and 
provide good food for students. I think how it was implemented 
was not good though. So in that sense it’s logical that the school 
district voted against it. At the same time I think if people don’t 
like a law they should try to change the law. I’m all about active 
citizenship.”

Should BHS students care about these new food require-
ments?
“Well hopefully they should because ideally they should care 
about what they’re eating, having a well balanced meal, and 
knowing where their food came from. They shouldn’t just eat 
M&Ms for lunch like I did today.”

How do you think they will impact BHS as a whole?
“I don’t know if people will see a huge difference I just think 
it gives the school a little more flexibility both in terms of the 
cafeteria and fundraising. We always have a lot of fundraising 
that involves food.”

Justice Geddes
Co-Editor-In-Chief

Sage Bennet
Reporter

Born to be leader and musician, Alyssa 
Stephens poses for Hawk Tawk.

How long have you been in band?
“I’ve been in band since 5th grade, so I’ve been 
playing every year [since] and marching band 

every year in high school so this is my fourth year- I started playing in symphony band 
last year.”
What instruments have you played?
“For band I’ve only played French Horn, but when I have to do marching band the 
bellface points backwards for the French Horn so we have these giant trumpets called 
Mellophones.”
What do you most enjoy about marching band?
“I love marching band. It’s a great experience. Not only is it difficult and rewarding, 
but the sense of family that you build with the people around you is amazing. The best 
friends I’ve had in high school have come out of marching band, and its been wonder-
ful.”
What does a typical practice look like?
“What we started doing this year, and I think is really good, is we’ve gone back to 
starting some stretches. And so the kids will all run out there and we’ll get them going 
and we’ll start with stretching, and then we will run the track and go over breathing 
exercises, so that we are better at endurance out on the field for our show, or maybe 
we will do some core warm ups so that we can keep our upper bodies strong and not 

moving when we march. After that we just go 
right into the show and we’ll usually pick up 
from where we started the night before, and go 
to the latest set in our drill which is on the field 
show, and we have specific points that we’ll do, 
and as we move together that creates the whole 
show. As we work we just try to go through the 
sets and we’ll ingrain it all into the kid’s heads 
a couple times by not playing and then rewind-
ing, that kind of thing, but as the practice goes 
on we’ll continually go through previous sets 
they’ve already learned, and play music, and then 
work our way back to the music we’ve learned 
that night, so that they are continually learning 
parts of that show.”
What kind of advice do you have for incoming 
marching band students?
“Just make it through band camp. Don’t quit in like the first three days, make it 
through band camp, because by then you’ve learned the show and you get to under-
stand the smallest sense of family that you’ll become, because it’s great.”

Alex Weamer
Reporter 

Erica Shnee, pre-assistant 
principal days. Photo provided 

by Erica Shnee.

Drum major Jesse Covarrubias 
(bottom right) with the band after a 

Hawk Game.
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What are you 
most excited 
for this year?
“Well… I am 
actually most 

excited to be in the school play and just to 
be part of stuff in the high school and um I 
think the schools in Bozeman have a little bit 
of stuff like I went to Sacajawea and we had 
a few clubs and we had a few opportunities 
to get involved, but not as much as here… 
and I, I think it’s really cool that we can get 
involved in a lot of stuff.”
What has been your best experience so 
far?
“I think just like I guess when being a fresh-
man and coming into the high school you’re 
a bit like nervous…cause there’s so many 
people that’s what I was most nervous for is 
like how many people there are… but um my best experience so far has been just 
like seeing everyone... and how like nice everyone is here and just realizing that 
like everyone, everyone kind of has this like genuine  care for you because you go 
to the same school and kind of have that same 
like feeling I guess so I think that’s just like 
getting that knowledge and knowing that was 
like the best experience for me so far.”
What is one class you are most excited to take in your high school career?
“I think it’s really, I’m really, I love like just like the performing arts type thing so 
like I’m in theatre right now and um choir and stuff so I think those type of classes 
just have that opportunity cause I know that a lot of schools across the country 
don’t have that kind, the arts aren’t super supported in their schools and it’s cool 
that we have an art program like that kind of thing.”
What clubs are you interested in?
“I really like um, I really like helping the community kind of things so, and the 
school so... I’m really into Student Council and Speak Out and Leo Club like those 
type of clubs, and um me and my friend are gonna join French club cause we are 
both in French, just for fun, I just like there’s so many clubs that are so cool here but 
those are probably the ones I’m most interested in.”
Do you have any pets?
“I have, um well I have two dogs, and one of them is five years old and one of them 
is one years old and I got him last year for my birthday so that was very exciting 
and then we have a snake. 
What kind of snake?
“It’s a Python, it’s my brother’s snake but he couldn’t take it to college with him so 
it’s staying in our house.”
What has been one of your greatest adventures?
“I am kind of a lucky person because I’ve got to like travel a lot and I love travel-
ing, and this summer, I went to Spain and me and my mom kind of like backpacked 
across Spain which was an actual really cool adventure so I would probably say 
that.”  

Madi Brenner
Reporter

Q: How have your expectations of high 
school changed in the past two weeks?
A: “I would say that they changed a lot. I 
came into high school thinking it was going 

to be like really grand and really big, and there’d be all these opportuni-
ties, ‘cause that’s kinda how it was played out to be in eighth grade. And 
then being here it was kind of a little less than what I expected, as far as 
was going to happen. I think as school goes on those opportunities will 
open up, but I think that all comes with time.”
Q: What do you like to do in your freetime? What would you con-
sider to be your passion?
A: “I play lacrosse a lot … um, after school and whatnot … I do do 
theatre, mostly with Equinox and Verge, and yeah… I guess those are the 
two big things.”
Q: How do you think the school could be improved, so far?
A: “So far? I don’t know. It seems to be going pretty good so far, I mean, 
it is a little stressful trying to get from N-wing to C-wing, of course, all 
the way to E-wing without going outside. There doesn’t seem to be a 
whole lot you can do about that, but yeah. It seems to be doing fine.”
Q: What are your future plans for this year? Clubs? Teams?
A: “I’m not exactly sure. I was gonna possibly join like the Speech and 
Debate team, and I have attended a couple SAGA meetings but as far as 
clubs that’s all I’ve come to.”
Q: What would you say is the meaning of life?
A: “I would say the meaning of life is to...I guess do anything that you 
want, and make sure what you’re doing is what you love.”

Q: Favorite teacher you’ve had so 
far?
A: “Um...Probably it would either be 
Mr. Galli or Miss. Tranel.”
Q: Where did you decide to go to 
lunch the first day?
A: “For lunch the first day I went to 
the cafeteria and sat outside.”
Q: What are your goals for your 
first year?
A:  “Probably learn as much inside the 
classroom and outside of class. My 
main goal though would be to appreci-
ate school because it will be my life 
for the next four years.”
Q: Most excited for?
A: “Probably Speech and debate.”

Q: Most nervous for?
A: “Um.. probably finals and tests like 
that.”
Q: Longest class to class walk?
A: “Is from N to C wing to my geom-
etry class which takes me the full five 
minutes!”
Q: Class you’ve done the most work 
in so far?
A: “Probably it would have to be Eng-
lish, Gate English.”
Q: Favorite part about the school?
A: “In every single class you have a 
chance to meet new people of all dif-
ferent interests and types.”

Kenna White

Julien Harris
Freshman Perspective

Q:What was your biggest fear going into highschool?
A:“That I wasn’t going to be able to know where my 
classes were and just not know my way around.”
Q:What is your favorite part about BHS?
A:“All the kind people and all the different personali-
ties… all the different types of people that you can meet.”
Q:Was it an easy transition from middle school to high-
school?
A:“It was really easy... it was more easy than I thought it 
was going to be.”
Q:How do you feel about homecoming?
A:“I feel that it is a good opportunity for people to kinda 
meet new people and have fun… dance with new friends.”
Q:How many times have you got lost in school?
A:“Probably like 2 times.”

Frank Harney
Alexa Runnion
Reporter WelcomeFreshmen!

Christian Clemente
Reporter

Kenna White gives her definition of the meaning of life and advises you to do what 
you want, but make sure it’s what you love.

Frank Harney looking like a high 
schooler, after letting Hawk Tawk in 
on this years scoop on freshman year.

Sage plans to apreciate school this year 
in order to have the best four years at 

BHS possible.

Julien Harris explains his excitement 
to be in this years school play.

Ella Cole
Reporter

Sage Crawford-Kahrl


